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Today's Dilemma of Political Economy and Public Governance
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The Holy Qur'an, in its chapter (No 12) Yousef, links public administration and governance with economic welfare of the society and knowledge
based social education. Yousef (pbuh), (the Biblical king Joseph; Genesis: 39-45) took over the charge of Egyptian governance and economy,
almost three millennia ago, ac he was released by the Pharaoh, on interpretation of king’s dream about a famine in inception

According to Qur'an. Haunt Yousuf (A.S) claimed that he could manage the state as he was capable of that being 'Knowledgeable guardian' (Hafeez
un Aleem. 12:55, 56). The Qur'an explains that Toured was gifted with maturity and administrative qualities of judgment and wisdom; that can
ensure social justice and welfare. (12:22, 39,40)

Starting with Plats Republic and Chanakya’s Arthashaster, to Ibn Khaldun's Mugaddima and Adam Smith's Wealth of Nation, one can become
aware of the fact that political economy and governance go hand in hand with. The states and societies, failing to develop the desired link, cease
to function, where rights and responsibilities of every wino-wildcat entity go astray and the dream of progress ends in a smoke.



Political economy (inter-relationship between citizens and the government, based on public policy and economic planning) in most of the modem
stairs remains in the dole-drums. Today’s dilemma of political economy and public governance is that the human societies have lost moral existence
and socio-ethical ground.

A welfare state is one that is able to give good governance and generous spending for socio-economic benefits of its citizens. France, Finland,
Belgium, Italy, Spain, Germany & Japan are today’s welfare states, under this definition. But what about the other more than 200 hundred countries,
comprising more than 90% of the world population. These societies, especially the Muslim populations lack knowledge based economies, social
coherence and integration, and obviously face the state-craft failure.

Modern day economist Joseph E., Stiglitz. Professor at Columbia University and Chief economist of Roosevelt Institute, analyzes that in the eve
of both government and market failure, the basic question arises that how far the government should so, and with what instruments may depend
on the capacities and capabilities of the state. According to him the best?performing societies (using almost any measure) have created a
well?functioning state.

The governance and public administration has become Itself the biggest challenge; besides conventional risks like conflicts, hunger, disease,
terrorism on one side and on the other side new global threats including climate change, energy, food and water scarcity, migrations, human
trafficking and security.

Neoliberalist approach of market-oriented reforms like deregulation, lowering the barriers in trade, privatization, austerity and minimal government
patterns and practices, have not done much good for societies having weak infra structures. A governance with in the network societies (with hi-
tech digital networks) is also coming acmes political, economic and cultural issues.

It is a high lime to rediscover the moral and ethical grounds of political economy and governance, which is only possible if religious scholars in
general and Islamic scholars in particular, come up with their constructive and positive contribution unearth an updated version of ethical
governance models and values-based political economic structures. The economy today as the state-craft is, a complex phenomenon. It is delivering
goods to some segments of son-ones and few nations of the world only, but is depriving the major part of humanity.

After the Western Renaissance, the state and religion have been at loggerheads to wield power and exercise control over the destiny of the masses.
During the heyday of Christendom, religion was in control of the state affairs. The experience of the West in this regard has been so bitter that
ever since it separated the two and confined the religion to the four walls of the Church and made it 'a religion of weekly holiday' only.



On the other hand, the history of Islam shows a different story. Islam, for the first time in human history, established a successful state run under
its ethical tenets. The Caliphate was unique model of governance and economy, in the era of dictatorial feudal monarchies of the West in Dark
Middle Ages (See The Caliphate by Prof. T. W. Amold)

Though the system, In Arabs, after a few decades of success, ran into insurmountable problems, but ever since, up to the emergence of modem
world. Islamic political philosophy has been working successfully in many important parts of the world, with various forms of Mate systems m
different tins and spaces,

Even today, after a long, bitter period of colonialism and Western Imperialism, the urge to establish a viable Islamic state is not only alive but
many experiments continue. Many Islamic Scholars and political philosophers have pot forward different solutions and have tried to evoke an
Islamic system of state which may be able to cope with the demands of a world where western democracy and world-view is prevailing. (See for
example. Allama Assad's works; who was an ex-Jew converted Muslim of Ukraine, came on invitation and became citizen of Pakistan)

The Muslim resistance to the existing system without preparing any feasible model of their own is not doing any good to the Muslim communities
world over, and to the humanity over all. The most unfortunately, they are ring vent to their anger and wasting their energies in the politics of
violence. The time demands, evolution of a practicable political apparatus of state and government, based on the ethical teachings of Islam in the
realms of politics, economics, society, and international relations.

Such a system should be 'down to earth’, as there is a ‘third way’, vis-a-vis the capitalist or socialist economy and governance. | sincerely believe
that the necessity of the world is a political economy which may not be inherently exploitative; rather based on moral principles and be flexible
enough to address the demands of the modern world.

Obviously, it is a big challenge; especially when the modern political arena has marginalized the Religion's role in the state & the whole Islamic
world is under the holistic influence of Western social thought and political practice. Apparently, it seems an effort to re-invent the wheel, but
practically it is need of the hour not only for the Muslim communities but also for the whole human-kind to liberate them from a complex political
system which gradually leads to capitalist imperialism.
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